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Goals for Session

What does it mean to be a gateway course?

Why should we worry about it?

Why are LA&xceptional resourcesg especially for gateway course@s
Howdo | use LAsreate a sense asommunity and activepedagogy?

Howdo luse LAs tgpromote student engagement?
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What do you think of when you hear Gateway?
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What do we mean by

“Gateway Courses?”
What do think when you hear Can we determine which
“Gateway” cour se? coursesare Gateway?
APeoplemust pass through A D, F, Withdrawals and
ACan be Incompletes
Aopen and inviting A Credit?
Aclosed and imposing A Enrollment?
Alocked with now key in
sight
AGatekeeper
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Defining Gateway

What Is your institutions definition/indicators?

What should they be?
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Gateway at FIU

2012 FTIC Cohort Who Fail/DR Meatled Courses AND
Dropped Out

%Fail/DR % Drop Out
Foe v

AnaIySiS of perfOrmance in College Algebra [T 45% 26%
critical math courses for 1
FTIC cohort 2016 2013 ENC 1101 230 ~sd 16% 46%

Intermed Alg 45 380
A report from FIU's Anal ’ ’
Information Management ENC 1102
: . 13% 33%
Office in Fall 2014
Precalc Algebra
m Drop Out 54% 14%
First Year Exper = Retained
8% 47%
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Performance Metrics Aside —
Why should we care?

Who are the students in these courses?
AMostly freshman
ADiverse groups
AOpen to new experiences and ideas
APotential majors
APeople the university has already invested in
AOur future
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Opportunities and Challenges

What are some of the opportunities you see in redesigning Gateway

courses?
A

A
A

mpact how students understand what it means to learn
ntroduce students to thinking about your discipline

Develop good study habits

A Changing longerm beliefs this is unigue time to change

What are some of the challenges?

A
A
A

~eeling lost and unknown
ntimidated by the thought of asking questions

nsecure if college is the right place
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Why LAs in Gateway Courses?

ALAs force you to change your teachprgctices

ALAs are a vehicle for culturethange

ALAs can know individual student names even in latasses
ALAs are seen as moa@proachable

ALAs area near peer and serves as a
ARole model
AExemplar student
AMentor
A Confidant
AConnection to the university
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Some of what has happened with LAs

In our Gateway courses
Biology:

Pass rate by number of LAs
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Math:

Some of what has happened with LAs
In our Gateway courses

FIU College Algebra Passing Rates
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Some of what has happened with LAs

In our Gateway courses
Psychology:

Grade by Class Format
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How create a sense of
community and active pedagogy

AHeterogeneous
Alndividual accountability
APositive interdependence

ADirect & explicit connection
between team activities, course

goals & assessments
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How create a sense of
community and active pedagogy

AHeterogeneous
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How to create a sense of
community and active pedagogy

AHeterogeneous
Alndividual accountability
APositive interdependence

ADirect & explicit connection

between team activities, course

goals & assessments
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How to create a sense of
community and active pedagogy

AHeterogeneous

Alndividual accountability

lllll
s E

APositive interdependence

A
of

“pow, it is clear that it there
tir s on the apple trees 106 1)) that lives on
lives o as before, and another 2

;"‘:,'Mﬁ-ummh-m"‘!
Yon favoring those flics that choose mates from

ADirect & explicit connection ZEEEE

between team activities, course

a les
ically Jation’ Vaa
“Weinberg equilibrium g Y e oy X I
e niche and no other population has the 36 4 —_—
stion can interbreed and produce fertile 37, g SN § Boeg =
8 —_—
n Ny —

— —

goals & assessments

L |
N x
@ 2015 Learning Assistant Alliance |
L
LB |

= @T Learning Assistant (LA) Model

UNNVERSITY OF COLORADC BOULDER

o Learning Assistant Program
sl Florida International University
—




How to create a sense of
community and active pedagogy

AHeterogeneous

Alndividual accountability
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APositive interdependence , Bl

ADirect & explicit connection

between team activities, course

goals & assessments
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How to use LAs to
promote student engagement

Aldentify when students check out
AGetting students to show up

APromote engagement with the university
AText those who are missing
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Thank you.

Contact us:

ASat Gavassa Becerra, sgavassa@fiu.edu
ARacheRitchie, rritchie@fiu.edu
AL eannewells,lwells@fiu.edu
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